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FOREWORD

by

Prof. K. R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR M.A.,D. Litt.

Vice-Chancellor, Andhra University (Retd), Fellow, Sahitya Akademi

The reason behind Tiru Al. Valliappa’s request that | should write a Foreword to his
new collection of Songs for Children, SIRIKKUM POOKKAL, can only be that, since |
have myself reached that stage in life called 'second childhood’, | am duly qualified
for the role assigned to me. So be it, then. It is, indeed, a pleasure to wish Godspeed
to this volume, 'Smiling Flowers’, by a writer who has made 'children’s literature’ his
own elected field and cultivated it with love, dedication and perseverance over a

period of several decades.

While opting for the Banking profession to earn his everyday bread and butter, Al.
Valliappa nevertheless chose, for the health of his heart and soul, to feed on the
honeydew and milk of Paradise so readily accessible in the world of children, part
make-believe and part quintessential reality. Lisping in numbers at the age of thirteen,
Valliappa hasn’t looked back, and his books for children (prose and verse) number
almost sixty. He has also been a force, a movement, a trend-setter, and as early as
1950 he brought into being the Association of Tamil Writers for Children, and has
served the cause of children’s literature in Tamil Nadu and all India in many

significant ways.
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Valliappa’s MALARUM ULLAM-his first get-together of 23 songs-came out in 1944,

and with its simplicity of diction, elevating thoughts and rhythmical ease and
adequacy proved an instant success. Valliappa had no doubt had his predecessors
and pathfinders in poets like Subramania Bharati and Kavimani Desiga Vinayakam
Pillai, and after the first taste of success, he pursued his vocation with seasoned
expertise as well as sustained diligence. A fuller collection of MALARUM ULLAM-
comprising 135 songs-appeared in 1954, and an equally sumptuous Second Series
in 1961. Both volumes carried numerous illustrations, encouraging the child to shift
from the visual to the audible, and to fusion the double appeal in the flowering
sensibility within. Then, in coming years, more and more choice reading-poetry,
fiction, biography-for the expectant children, and now this latest, SIRIKKUM
POOKKAL, an ensemble of longer and shorter pieces, and lively matching
illustrations in black and white. It is the same tested vintage, refreshing, stimulating,

and manna for the growing child.

MALARUM ULLAM, 'Flowering Sensibility’; SIRIKKUM POOKKAL, 'Smiling
Flowers’; buds, and blossoms, and flowers, and the splendour of full efflorescence,
and the dedication of this ardour and beauty and love to the Sun. Aren’t children-in

very truth-Flowers in God’s Garden of New Consciousness?

It was Kavimani who greeted. Al.Valliappa’s 1954 volume with this warm
benediction:
May, Valliappa, magician - laureate,
thrive evermore, enabling
children to read and enjoy his songs

morn and eve everyday!

And R. P. Sethu Pillai, in his Foreword, lauded Valliappa for his uncanny evocation

of the values and verities in apt and mellifluous everyday language. Introducing the
Second series in 1961, Mu. Varadarajanar made particular reference to the story-
poems and the humorous verse, for these too insinuate their lessons in human
deportment. For example-

Sinnasamy, as he walked
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along the street,

ate a plantain, and cast

the skin on the road.

He fared forward awhile, and
on his brisk return walk,
stepped on the soft skin

and fell tumbling down.

Again, there is the dialogue between a Greek King and a Vedantin. The ambitious
King plans to overrun Egypt, Persia and all other lands; and back at home at last, he
would build a small house in a garden, and live contentedly there. Thus, then, the
Vedantin’s all-sufficing comment that clinches the dialogue:

If what you look for in the end
is but a small garden-house,
why are you now driven by the desire

to conquer all the world?

Here, now, prepare to live
in sweet-contentment
in a garden-sanctuary:

and joy will soon be yours.

Like the two earlier volumes, the latest-SIRIKKUM POOKKAL-is also structured
with 5 sections of children’s verse, and a section each of story-poems and humorous
verse. The highest values, the sublimest verities, achieve recordation in the simplest
possible 'living language of the tribe’. Yes, this our right hand, these our two hands,

are God'’s gifts of Grace-but to what end?

What'’s this God-given hand for?

For gathering food and eating it.

What'’s this God-given hand for?
For bathing and keeping the body clean.
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What'’s this God-given hand for?

For wearing clothes with elegance.

What'’s this God-given hand for?

For writing fair and for reading.

What'’s this God-given hand for?
For hand-labour day after day.

What's this God-given hand for?

For rendering service to others.

What's this God-given hand for?

For ardent worship of the Lord.

These seven hills of ascent, from the material to the spiritual, from ANNAMAYA to
ANANDA MAYA, comprehend the whole philosophy of useful and wise living, and the
child learns it with a lilt, and no trace of tears. Here is another piece, now on 'national

integration’;

Crores and crores are my kith and kin;
they live between Himavant and Kumari.
Their twin eyes are Rights and Duties;

their hand-labours uplift the land.

They speak several languages,

but live in amity together.

That the land may win largesse and fame,

they plan and execute good works.
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And so on: the songs are many, and make a sweep of a variety of emotions,
Rasas, ethical imperatives, legendary and recent history, everyday life, situations
humorous and grave, anecdotage, fabulistic diversions-all earth and heaven and the
realm between. The sublime is rendered in familiar terms, and the trivial is seen at a
slant to tremble with the undertones of serious intent. With children’s songs, it is

rather like shower in the sunshine, smiles and tears teasing one another.

Contrary to the usual assumption that one who writes for children should 'stoop’ to
their level, it is actually a question of rising to THEIR much higher and purer levels of
consciousness. The four elements constituting the child’s birthright of instinctive or
intuitive knowledge are (in Ernest Raymond’s words) eternal Wisdom, temporal
Vision, healing touch and poignant humour. It is surely significant that the
superlatively gifted ones of the BHAGAVATA- apila, Dhruva, Prahlad, Vamana,
Gokula Krishna-are all boys five years of age (or not much older), yet sovereign in
their understanding. "Heaven lies about us in our infancy”, says wordsworth, and
addresses a child as "mighty seer, prophet blest”. And there is a good deal of truth in
all this, and hence it asks for a special gift of percipience and directness of utterance
to rise high enough in the spiral of consciousness to reach the child’s native altitudes
of comprehension. The child CAN vision infinity in a grain of sand, the Apocalypse in

a familiar toy, and omnipresent Reality in seeming make-believe.

The child’s 'intimations of immortality’ and clairvoyant gifts add up sometimes to
the kind of illumination that is the settled wisdom of saints like Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa, and what is important in children’s songs is the use of everyday
langauge to serve as the 'Open Sesame’ leading the child to explore on his own the
interior countries of the Spirit. Aids like assonance, alliteration, initial and terminal
rhyme, bold metaphor, suggestive imagery, repetition and refrain, all can come
handy, but the secret of secrets is the power of the song to reach the deeper listening

of the child’s soul. A fair example is the title-piece, 'Smiling Flowers’:

Flowers with colours mainfold,
and varied fragrances;

they give me their smiles,
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my dear sweet flowers.

Sapphire, green, red,
and other hues as well;
| come at daybreak and feel

enchanted by their sight.

Nodding and swinging flowers,
| draw near to pluck them
and fill my basket-

and the flowers smile!

They smile as | view them,
and also as | pluck them;
and they smile on when | weave

of them a garland.

For Krishna’s image,
I’'ve made this garland;
and like my younger brother,

it smiles at me.

It was with a unfailing instinct that Valliappa has chosen all along to make ‘flowers’
the key image of his children’s songs, for as the Mother of Sri Aurobindo Ashram has
explained and exhorted:

"Be like a flower...open, frank, equal, generoua and kind....

A flower is open to all that surrounds it.... It exerts a spontaneous influence on all
that is around it. It radiates a joy and a beauty. It is frank: it hides nothing of its

beauty, and lets it flow frankly out of itself...

It is equal: it has no preferences.....
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Then generous..... it sacrifices itself entirely for our pleasure.

And then, kind: it has such a tenderness... its presence fills us with joy...

each flower symbolises an aspect, an emanation, an aspiration and a progress in

the evolution...”

(from SWEET MOTHER: HARMONIES OF LIGHT, Part Il, words recollected by
Mona Sarkar,, 1979, pp.57-8)

May | hope that each 'smiling flower’ in this latest garner from Tiru Al. Valliappa’s
Garden of Poesy will help the children of Tamil Nadu and India in their adventure of
aspiration, awakening and steady progress in self-growth and self-realisation. And

my best wishes to the children’s laureate: More power and Grace to his elbow!

K. R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR

'Sydney House’

277-B, J.J.Road (off Mowbray’s Road)
Alwarpet, Madras-600 018

29-4-1986
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BHeweveniolt GurmiliLiley @) phoeuisafl b Brer pewmuill g (HbHTeV, e TdheT
sTeTenesTd GlFsiTemeruilGev O\GTLTHg Lewflyflu DS HEHs g HIb. yuilenid,
BTeT aumislulley CFihsBTerT (LPHVTS 6T6TemedT Goum) 6THG 291 (hd @ LD LOTMHMTLOEV, [HT6T
sTedT @VsSW WpwnHFsenars ClasTenaruilsy CHTLrayib, @eVsHSWw 2 &SN GE, rene)
P psHTHaD auTiiliteflssams Blenarssgl, @ afluybsTLibg @)niCs @) mbs

Y enFlipeug) FAlweTm” 6TeThE BB, HTEOTEH GG EHF CFSTEMEIT. &TWTd G lydhEHF
ClFeiTm @) T6vsT(h ) 6UT(HFH6T UHT 6T6WTd &, spUiIey (F)sVeW6v. sumidl Liswtlulled )GHSlwirs
FHUL Chihsgl. 9Heor LilsTesri -

6T6T 9|(HEWLD HEWTLIT TSHETLD HJ6UTHEHS% G 2 L 6V VD GeTHlwgl. eui ailswrallsy
GHENTLOEML_QITT, HUTHI 2 SHailU|L_6T L|SHSHHS5MSF FDhs (pswmulled 6l&%mewt(heubg

allL_eurGlwer BlewerrsEsperr. Heum ailswralled Gsnrd GlLm GoueT(Ho 6T, 6 HeWL_ U
eTERTETMM (9)6vTl Wt BevTLIT S E1HL_65T CFTHGI HTERILD 2 63TL_6u6dflL_LD Geuevsriq Sevredr.

S ulleniid, sThIG6T GoueisT(HBHeVI%h @ 2 eWTL 6ueT GlFallFTilidsallsVsnsy. 2 L 6V HeVULD
Gerlw FErmrenT(hsHeaflsy eusnr @)pdhas Chifll L gi.



21

THSTLD jeuiseafleit wewmey sTedTewedris CLUflgID UTHSHHI. LbsbaD GlauefullB b
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LIGVEVT 6T (hHOT TS 6T6 LITL_6VHEMETLI LILg &) 6T6dTewedTLl LITTTL I Mé;aswsrﬂgg,j
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GYHens @)VEHHWID eueTiHE eureTHewDU|LD, SLIPlV G LHens @)VSHEWILD Q6T HI
su(pLD Blewsvewwiu|ib &G Clgafleursds sTHSHI5 FnPlullmesSmi.
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Gleuafleumbg)sirarenr.
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