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PREFACE

This publication contains a selection of Tamil folk-songs collected by the late Mr.
Percy Macqueen, |.C.S., and presented by him to the University Library Madras. This
Manuscript therefore does not belong to the Saraswathi Mahal Library. Its publication
was taken up because it was selected for publication by the Selection Committee

appointed by the Government. They represent the product of the exuberant fancy of



untutored and unfettered imagination of labourers. The struggle for expression of

poetic fancy among the uncultured and unbridled youth often ends in ribaldry.

A good number of songs had thus to be eschewed from the collection when making
the selection. The collection has however a special value for students of Sociology.

Fine strokes of fancy are however not wanting in the collection.

Sri K.V. Jagannathan, the Editor of Kalaimagal, well-known for his Tamil scholarship
has bestowed his time and labour in selecting the pieces for the collection and
contributing an introduction on "Folk Songs in Tamil". Our thanks are due to him for

his valuable services.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras for their generous grants that have
helped us to publish this and other valuable manuscripts of this Library.

Saraswathi Mahal }

S. GOPALAN
Tanjore Honorary Secretary

18-03-58 T.M.S.S.M. Library Committee
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@)bs Geuaflufiigev Flm. e waefsir |.C.S. sterueurmed CaFasfdbaiiu’ L pTELTig Ll
UTL eV&afleV p(h LGS L midlujsiTarg). Sesrermrmsv CFssflea il L LT eV&6T
CFEITHITF FITOUSOTFTEW6VS S BHTOHTEM L WTHS GHT(HHSHLILL(H HeUTH6T eUFLD
B)BbgI UHBSTDET. QY eWWITEV @) HBHT6V BLOG FTOVAUSBILOADTEV BTV BleW6eVIISH DS F
CFihBHBH6VeV. sTadflenIld FraulgsHewear GCleuaflufl 19m&HsH 615MH6SHLILSDHTS ClFeTemeur
FTHHTT euiserTe Hwdldbsliul L Guallearrmed @)brTepih 616MbolsH s Ll ()
B BTV BHlewevwissTrmed Gleuaflull_LiLi’ g mEHFSmg.



3)Fl6L YL_BiIFlujeiTer LITL 6V&6T GHIDLOTHIE, auenHe»F CFihHemel. OlFeTenesTd
FTOUHOTFTM6VUID 2_siTar ClHT GG UlleD F6v LITL 6VH6T FeWLIGF I(HLO6VEVTLO6V
B)mbseT. Haunenm ailsvssl @)hs GleuafluTi 19 HEHTET LITL 6Vs 6T
CaihelgsHESLILIL 1g (HEHH T, "Hemevassr g Aflwm s Anbs
L{6VEWLO6U T 15 % 6U (HLOTEIT LISf &l. eUT. 25 HBTHEIT B|6eUTH6T LITL 60HM6TS
Caib0sbSHIL LSIILNGSIS C\ET(Hd @D Lewileww L pdFdlujL et
TMMIGO&TeTL_CHT([H BHLogl HTGLTig Ll LTL V&6fl6T sureVTrHedLILIHM spi
WpoHeyewTewwiid eTpHlweflGgierarTi. oesrermi GFIB(HoHGHLD i CFeweud d, 6TLog)
Berm] 2 fés T L.

@)bs Brewevw|Ld, @)esTenitd LIV flw Brsvssweru)d Glsusfluileusn@ 2 sallwiTs HLog)
CFITHIT YTFTHISGSSTT OFUIF (h5 G LD Bl 2 FalGEEHTH Y 6UTHEHDHE [bTHISH6T

6TETMILD &L_eWLOLILIL 19 (hdHaIEMTID.

SVIEV6IS] LA T6V sT610. G&HTLITEVEHT
18-3-58 } Cserreud &riflwgild

wereow@mel I uSlliLjenT

Fov HreVTHS SLOIP BTCL TGl UTL VEHewarts LuHmlw HrmiiFd OPBTL 1960 B
auHSIMgGl. surGlerTedlullsd 9HHSHSGH HTELTIYLI LITL 60&EDETLI LITIq (ST T 6.
[BTEST LIVSHTEVLMSE BTGL TG L1 LTL V&Hemersd ClbT & g 6uHHCmeir. jeummler
FIDUBSLOTSH BT6I (S LHHHBISEHLD 6T (Lpslull(mdhaGmedr.

LISV 9,657 (D)3 (61h > (&) (LP6IT OIFSTEMEIT LOTHTEWTSH BV H6lVHELT TS () (hbhS Luf Liierd]
wr&afer sTeiTenib 9 mFGevwii L0l BTEL TGl UTL V&HeW6Ts ClHT&H%ESHS
QarL_BiglerTi. sk 6ufld @ B)HHeMT YeWTT 6TTM LIGWTLD O1&THSEILT L1Vl LD
QupmTT. GLHLLITEILD WewsVLiLIGFH6flsL 2 sitar CaTl L g GgTifleoraflsafl_dgiib,
sPlevgeuisafl_Ggib @)bsll LTL sVEmerdF CFa g (5 EausnrT(H6losiTm)
CararmiFmgi.



@eupPln FAevaupewm 9 BISlVSGHIV GlTHCILIWITSSIF Fv LGS Tlewssaflsy eur
Geuaflulll_ iy mESmri. LleTy @eunpswms ClFaTemeTL LIVEHeN6VE: HLpd
BTVBMVWIS S G ULPBISISUTT. Hewer HIT6V BlewsVid Hewsvaufledt LITgiaTLiLiev
B)(BHHEIT. HEHWFF FTNVUSLDH TV Bl TEUTHHET HQUDMMLI LidSHd 2 (heudSleV
GleuafluilL_ sTevsremnfl, LFILILNSG @D Cauemeven s sTeiTadflL_Ld el L Tiser. §)sHgH1emmuilev

LeVESTeVLD FHILL L suesTTH6dl6tT @)iLienflewws ASIpFF ujL et 671 M6l TevoTGL_60T.

LIVeUTMTS @)(hhd LITL 6VHEDET §(HoeuTm| euswELILI(DGSH @)hd 2 (HeussBlev jeunenmLi
ugliNgCsper. Q)L GHITeH @)(HHS LIV LITL sVHewer aill_(Halll GL_edr.

Qupenasd @GLpBlemsvuilsy &L HLILTIgeTY] 2 ewridFFleuFliLl L dhaer LT(HLD
LITL 6V&6T 94560607 @)eumenmds SHTL_(HLo6V(HGHLD, Loewevul(heildh @b spLiLill_eOmib.
wewsvw (Hall 6TedTm ClLWIT 2 (Heusks euswSW T B bHH C1HTEHD %G LT (HSHLOTSH
3)H&&H 66T M) 6TEwTEWT BT WL BH6T.

@)liisnflullev sTesTemert FHILIL FOIFUISH FEHeWFF FTaaUBLDST6V BTV Hlewevus
BlITeUTE S EHD: G 6T6dT HeTM] 2 fluig,.

16-4-58 &l. 6UIT. $8 (b T 68T

wenow@all -1 (9)mlepsid)
1. prGLmg L) urL_evsefler GsTHDAPLD @)wevLjLd

Cuss 65MfbS evsflser

wesflgeir CLFs C\%MHoHeueiT; HEHTIHL W 2 _6RTTFFewwiu|b &Hbems W Ld LIn e
QeuallliLhSSSH OB MHsaueT. allevmiEleTnhis6r 7CHT () cueH Uiy
QeuaflliL(hSFerTapib wesflFemesrts Gursv Ceuaflull b 9 Mfleyld HMEVILD HjeuMMmId S,
3)svemev. L6THCRTT HEHHHI, HHTHI 6THTM 2 _6WT(HLD HMWley GlLMH M (K& S D TedT,
HAbFH G0 slmewi CUDH M HESSIDTET; Lisv & enTnigeaflsiT CleuaflufL_Ter o ewrigFlepuil

CuDP(HEFS D TeT, Heupewm Glauafluil(Bhid CrflurHmensould HSME THLILI



uenTUL L SHaiseneru)d GlLHMHEHSMTeT. 9BHaTTe, Flev allevniGsef b Flev
FLOWBISET6V 660 2 _6RTL TTTEYILD Lo HWRTLICLITVS HLD &H(HHeWSH 6960 LOWILDT 3]
GluaflullPb HYMHMewsL Ysweu GlLIPailsLemev.

HTHMS5, & He (BT HeuUTm HLOALPHL W &TlellaTTeV HIb &H([HHMB
Geuaflull@&lssTmevt sTedaTmID, HeuPMWIHEGHLD Comf] 2 _assT(® 6TTMILD T TilIsFS
QUEVEY| BT H6T OIFTEVYISIMTTH6T. BLID BTL_(HILI LIpHI HewSBaflsYb alflevnidlssr

G TLflHener 2 _enTiHEHeUTH6T () HbbTTH6T 6TadTD GFUIF) suHE MSHI. HMILISSHICLPETH)
BTWETLOTTH6T6D epHeurmaslw CFrmer GlLIHLOTET BT WSTT (G aileVBI@,, Limeney

pHOlweunmlet Clory] 6% uyElwsTmiD, Hemeu CUFaISTOIDDD HjouT

Fn T bB M bSTOTSTMID, HSRTTEV 6 (HdhHb SPPMMMleuTi stedsrm GlLiwir
2 e rTuimemeTmid GQuflwirrewntid gamyb.[1] S ulenid b spedlser leF HevGeu;
weflgenien_w Grflenpuwitt Gursv Bl Liapld aflfleylb 2 e»L_wiesr 9jsLev.

[1]. G#rwmesr Qupomeir Brwesrri Lyrresrio, 14, 16.

@sueurm) 2_uilird GoVmISEHSGHT Lm 2 ullisendslsveors GlLmbd CupTalw
Griflepwitt QUDHD eTH6T suTeuT Hewest euaTliLI(hdHDH% 6% TedTL_T6dT. (LpHedlsy
uenTL_Bigafledt GlLwisenaruid LIp@ lFwsvssmearu)d GOILLC G Cuss
HDMI&H6HTHTL 5 66T HTaTemL_ailsL LisHLpWl BleweiTa|dhenaruLd,
&(HdGIEHMeTU|LD GleuaflliLiBdsa L 6% HEHICSTERTL T6IT. H6T &H(HHMH
YLICUTEDH & @& CousnT(HLoareyd @ CleuaflliLi(hgH16uCHTH BleLeVTLD6, &TesT

I misuens Ll LIm@mid BlewereyLi(hddls & Terend suensulled et Glomdlem s
OIWLOGHTEOT. UTeUT BV L& LD 2 _swTTFFuLd 06dlbBHevr. Loevlls FIpsTuISSleL Flevi
BeTMTHEL CUARTTTS6T, YpHTaHLl CUFASTTTST, 2 _enriddlenws 2ar” (HIbLilg

CuilerTigs. Syauisepem_w CuFenF LiLgCuw UIni euTwIgF CFTeTe T H61.

LITL_6V& 61T

Flev CFTMHHETTEL 6o LITL W6V TBHT (1 6uswHUiled Heuissr GewFrGuim(
LTI eTT &6, ShBL1 LTL V&efledr @ewd LM 2_siTardens @)(pds5a1. HCHTH SHDLI
url g6 smertd GaL L suiseafl_1b @ wsHsHdHend 2 dTL_Tdhalwgl. LTl (R L L (LpLd

HVBHSHET. YJ6UTH6T 2_aIend LGS WTH W]



eumwimeV LT Geuesstig uil(hhHewLouiledr @)ewFu|ild STeTIpLD YWIHS I HSLI LITL (h& S
QT 2_Heuld Geuewrigull(hhsgI. Cleumid spedluymGaur(® BlsVeVT6L CIFTHSEHLD H6VbS
2 (HaULD YWLHSSI; ClFTHHST CHTeweuWITII, & (HHeWDH OlHefleuTiis
CFTsveIsuaTEUTII, FMbHDH HMHLIHETHE @)L Lmil &) HobbailsVemsv. 9y 6vTTeYLD
eunPlenTEL 2 6iTaT(Ipld 2 6iTerIpLd 2 6wTihg| ClsTaTERHLD TEHT 6p(Hovewd 26wt o
B BhH5S)- GlwFWIEGD HTSIDGD THD PewF @eiblauT ) LT 196D
QoHs3S!-

@)Ly 2 _eTL T Wedflg VS ST LD LITL 6V%6T 6lsVsv GlLDsV6L 6THIG D LiTaileT,
sumis GrPlwrsGar LIFalleT. LeVeuTEHEHLD L|SHDHHMmI%EHLD CHTETHTSSM G, (LpsiTGL
@)BSL1I LTL_ V&6 06dls B)TEHI6T HefWTL L G315 &S HIeWNTWITS 6THIGLD LiFaller.
@ GO L Qurhlenws Guaid @arssTiL LD b Glrlulley oemiwbHsH

UTL V&6 Ligall 6bder.

el eT BrarewL_ails) Brsfladbensdd &NMIds6ls T T6iT. Y LPLTHF AhLlESS
Q&M hgI6\&TeRTL_TedT. GTLlen i suaTlILI(HGHBTTET. 9BHME, 616D TUIEH DB ET
O|WLDG 515 6lBTERTL_T6IT. LjeVeuTHeT CHTedTMledTTids6ir. HrGL Tiq WITd eMLpHIELD
uTL_ 96T B)ewFewI|Ld HTOTHMSBU LD 6T(H5HI%H 6B TERTL_TTaH6T. ClFTHH6i6D
SDPEOL_ W HYNHMEN6VLI L|&GHSHIATTTH6T. suartd Glumm GlomifluilesT semevurp @
sallsefled wevThHEer, @evdsaslwd LInbssi.

SL1g600rd Haflens

BT&TSHLD QUETT QUATT LO6UTIHET HT6IT UTLY LOTEITlewas LD, ClF6V6V eUTEHET(LPLD, LYewTL
Lemitb, 2 (A& BHIewTew i FFeih, LweTLBSSLI LieY flulr LIeSTL Bidk E1HLD

LewL G515 ClBTeRTL M. LILIgLl LIewL_GgIdH6)BTRTL HTevdhDlaid Lomerflswdsuilsy
UTPTHUTHBeT WGHSWTH &) (HHSTTH6T; jewilBenarti LyenTTHeursEar LisOrTs
B)BbHTTH6T, @eVSSWSWS BISTH 6\FlwTseuisGear QLHLLUTEVTTTES &) (HbSH60TT.
O|UTHEWATLI LITLOT T 6T M| LOMMEUTSHET OIFTTRTTTH6T. 6T(LPSLI Lilghshs CHTrs
O|UTHEHDGHLI LjeVeuTHafledT LITL_ 60 @EHLD &Tailul(pld, LIS EHLD &TarGLIS BIS EMHLD
lleTBISTHW6). YTV 6T EhdF) B)OTLISMSS & (HLD aUswHUiled HewLobs

LUTL 6V&6T Gsveurion CUTsallsVensy. LIPBISTEY (PbM6l%HTedT(H Levfls @ svLb



umGLTPHWTSL LTIgaubhs S 196060Td Hallews U, &TedleVsVTd: %6 %% E1hLD
Ieuisefl_1b 2 _sorailer. Lswwisweu LTaileT; HeuPBIDGHL Ysluw 2 (HeumkisksT
I|WLbSH6T. LiSlwenen Chreirmler. Sjeuisaflewt G supmid Sybsr LITL VEemer
T Fewauliumi §)eVewsv; LITL LD ClFTeVeUTT (B)6VeMm6V. UMM F, (3)6Vd>%wTLD

UGLILITT (3)6V6m6V; 2 _6»F o miuUT(HLD CHemer (F)sLemev.

@)muillgyid CumbLTeTeT WahHeaflew_Guw eweu LiTailer; sueaTibsber; GeucnHsdrniler.
LeVsDLOU|LD SHDHLISHSTULD 2_6NTTFFAULD HeweV HeV(IPLD (J)ewewTbsh (36U SIWILD 69 (HLIT6V
T HGHICHTeT(H UbHFHI. HWTU|D CLITEHGLD UMDTUIMISSH DMIH6ETTHSD
HTEVUTIISOTTS, 2_F(IpLD, LiBeId @)L BHILI LIL Thg L06VeIleNSHUITS (616605 Ui B 6T
ureiler. 9G8s Fwsslsv wewsvuiled Hbg TGt af Lpib HalwTs, ST 138w HTC6r
LO6VT B LO6WTd & LD (LpsLemeVwITE, CFTemsvuiGev TGesr LITHILD (& uiledledr
@)stresflemawims HrELTIg LI LITL 6V&HEHLD 6UETT hl 6UbH6vT. (&) (Heuewds Ll LITL 606 6VILD
@)swFujb sTeTIPLD 2_ewTiFF UL (3)(HbSH60T.

BevEFGHBeL 2 _siTer GlFTLVWLG BTGL Mg L1 LTL sVH6fl6L (B)6V6VTLO6V () (HdHEVTLD;
oyt HTELTIQll LT safls QEHaIms WM Satamio @) HEAns.

@ essusEe Bir L @) HEADS); BTG LML 0&aNd @Guhas o 6Terid
Cuadngl. B)VEHWSHIV YLD BMLINHSTHET () (HHHBTMET; HL_1q606VTd Hallens ulley
UTLTeNdh @ @)siTuid 20t Hib eteflw HHLMST ) (HHSIDSI. L063flE (B)aTSFl6T 2_6iTerTS
VL Awsems BevsdElws sallewsg ClFTevdngl; HeTmeTm) wesflger LD ()6dTL
BITLGDS 2 sirenLigGu préLTyd seallws STUHHDG). wealls b6 Ijpens
WTGSITLD Levauiaer sib sailseafls sTL_(HFmrigsr; pTEL Tyl LTeusvSevrm

IYP®HUJLD ST HBDTET, | (LPIHeWSU|LD STL_ (R D TedT.

@)uiLig sulfl eudl eumESm BrGLTig s UTL_VEBewarts urwri GUITmHWIeTT. LjsVeuTdEmHLD
HUSTHHOTT;, YuNemMLI LM &6t EHallsveney. Sl Glomfl s Lewpwig; SLOPF
Frglullest sureTm) s WL Lswpwig). 56060 SLOPF FrHlulledr LiewL LIk EpLD
LIeDLpUIEsT. SLOLPEIT 2 _6V&leD (LpLHedle CHTaTyw wesfls @) erdhendd CFihFeu6dT.
94,560165T 9j6u6iT (POl CUIFLI LIPFSHOHTETL & oL L SHewHF CFihHeU6dT. bdhd
&T6V (pHCsv 9 MleyCspmesr] suemyis CLImLIsuedT Hyeuett. LT HLbdLpsiTGer
BevEFbensg suaTiliLgN@ PeTEL HL 196060 @)V wnmalw HrGLmigLs
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LITL_6V&6IT QUETTH eUbSHEUT. LIV HTeVLOTSH UTLPHGI 6U(HLD FTH] 5606 HHM &%
SlWL_5% Lswl 61FTSGl WGHSWTES @) (HSHDH6V allwliLiesTm). SO FTHld @ LLPLD
LITL 6V&6T 9 HH1D; LILPGIOTLHISHSIT LISV LI6V; LISHLPWI &(HbGISHB6T 6JTTETLD; LISHLPII
QUL B HISH6T CeuewTL_TOISTDHTEID CUTHTLOEY L 1950lsTevT(h 2 siTerer. o %HGea,
BTGL TGl LITL 6V&%@ERHLD LI6V LISV 2 _aiT(h); LIGHLPUIESTEYLD L|SWIGTEYLOT S W6 eUETT H
NGE

2. Qgrevsrilwir s mib LeTeRTSS)

g revamiiLilwid

B)etTmI HlewL_dGH LWh SO BTVSH6TD LS LewWwg CHTVSTLILIWILD. 5 (3)siTeor
HTVHFH0 CHTTHIWIG 6TOHTM| S L LOTSH eUeDTIWIMISHS (LPlgwTelll L Tep|ib
@)renTLmuilrid ,657(H % E1h% & (et CHTHTVIW Fhidh BTVSHETH HTEDTTH LISV LIHLPII
LOTLHED6T B|Fl OIFTVMBTEV HbF BITVSEHSGHLD (PHSUIGI DB 6TTM)
CaTerensAlL_sangl. Gombss Qe rulrss bBInI 2GS EHhSE (PhIlws]
6T6edTm)| Cl&TeiTeuBlL Hoaumi (B)sVewev. b (36U HeT HT6OIV GLIT(HETH S TT B 60
QFurweflwev sTesTenid LIGSuiley, HesfldF GlFiul sewearts LuHmlujb @)svdew

UMSHMETLI LDV LD LIV B)eVdEHMTBIGHM6TS 616 TeVSTLILIWT Jn MBI DI

LISV STeVLDTS ULPBIGLD BV EmISHefls) GeaTL_ ClLITSEI6uTeT 9e»LoLIen LIGluIsV6VTLD
BT SHSSH B)VHEHMTLOTS 6UEHDHH6V LOTL|. JLILILG YWIDHS B)6VSHEHMT(LPLD HTeTewL_ailsy
FHSs0 Glummid eilflbgib LeTenib Hevsv suswrwenm GlLHMID aileTniGLD. L%

B (HSSLTH R (F)VHHENTLD HeWLOHHTV HSDGLI LM @ j1qdbsLq (3)60&H6NT BTV
sT(USMN G uFuwid @ rrgl. C\FHTevsTLLNWSSIS G LT Lsv BTHDTaT(HS6T &1lbgI
13-y b HITHDTERTLY 6V BEITETEV 6TPHBSHI. BlewL_uilewL_GCwi T(PBHH )6V H6EWT HIT6VS 6T
SLOPVHS SIS GHL1 LiweTLL TV spLflbgerr. 61HTevasTrLwGi L0l1pd @, B)sVsh%emTIONS
QULPBIFWIG]. BSTEYTEYILD WTLILI(HBISVS SHTTlews (1pDHedliissTayld subd Lim @ Lo
CgTevasTULNIWID ups6lasTHS CUTHaNVeNsV. LIV 2 e TuwTHAfWiEsT HSDE 2 oI
TP 9BH6T LiwewerT L GHIILBSSTTTH6T. G)dTmereyld 6% mevsriiLiluigslesr
wHiyd GHewmwGeu GeVewev. @GN & HTTENTLD |FHleD 2 _sirer L Liptd HIL LILPLD
$R(LDBIGLOT G LD.

6T(HdH D6y L 6T @)LILILg (1 BT6V CHTedTmioug| 6TaflH6TMI. 9IHM & LPEIT LIV (3)6Vd: % 65T
BTeV&s6r Chmermls Carern)] supd6lsTiflbg Curuilhess CeuswT(hib. 9 BHhHH Wi
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Qup Bl B)evEHenTid spsiTmi (PedTL] @) (HHDHHI 6TedTmI CHeTailiLBSIEmTiD. Flev HTeVLD
®)wbgI, LeTL aubs (3)60d%emT HT6VH6T 6T AMLIL|S STIenToNS, BIF aups6lsTLfhs
(3)6V&FHMTBISET LIV @) (hdHHEVTID. (LP6T BT6VS6TV ) (Hbb &HMMUTHHWET b5

B srHE GFiiwt QuHDenuileTTsy G1HTeVSHTLILIWID F65Td @ WpsiT (3)([HbHeuMHen M
we»nwFGFIG @)ssTmerayd spaflaill_ B Blevaysmgi.

@O)BIGs i 2 aTenLoew i Hlewesrailsy emeudsdsGeuanT(Hb. @)Ly SewLDbHS
CBTeLHTLILIWILD LIV HTVLTEHS SLOLPl6L eupBIFW I EHD6eTd 6% TS
POMLILIRSFF CFTEVYILD BHT6V 6TITLIENS BTLD LOMIBEHIHIn L TEH|. GlFTe0asTLILN WG 60
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