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1. INTRODUCTION:

In the long glorious history of Tamil Literature in the medieval period, we come
across 96 minor works running under the name of Prabandams. Pillaittamil is
enjoying a towering and unique position among them. It usually consists of one
hundred stanzas and it is split into ten sections. Each section is divided into one
aspect of childhood. It is composed in praise of gods, kings and patrons. They form

the theme of the poets who glorify the charm and the beauty of childhood.

The poem opens with a benediction. The child's lisp, the prattle, the cradle song, its
tender clapping, its beckoning unto the moon, all this is described with great
consummate artistic skill of the poet. Perhaps in Periyalvar, who belonged to the 8th
century A.D., we recognize the spring and source of this species of composition.
Subsequent poets followed in his foot-steps and their poems are cold imitations of

the immortal poet whose songs cannot. but ring across ages.

This edition, published under the name of Pillaittamil Kottu, consists of seven works.

Arumpattai Véda Vinayakar Pillaittamil arrests our attention. The worship of Vinayaka
prevails not only in India but also in lands beyond the seas. This worship was
introduced during the Pallava reign by the General Paranjéti after the crushing defeat
of Pulikésin A.D. 641-42. We believe that the devotees of Vinayaka will welcome this
work which has a peculiar charm and grace of its own. This work is based on a palm
leaf manuscript bearing No. R 2677 presented to this library by Sri K. Shanmugam of
Kumarakuppam village in the South Arcot district during 1951-52.

Vaikuntanathan Pillaittamil is sung in praise of the deity enshrined in the temple at
Tiruvaikuntam. Though the name of the author is not known, from the references

seen in the manuscript, it would be clear that he was a disciple of one Periya Nambi



who lived in Santhdr village. This work is based on a palm leaf manuscript bearing

No. R 441 presented by Sri Villiputtir Appu lyengar during the year 1920-21.

Ragavar PilJaittamil deals with Ayodhya and her ancient glory and the renown of
Raghu's race. The author of this work is Kulandai Mudaliar of Kurralam. This work is

based on a palm leaf manuscript bearing No. D 323 deposited in this library.

Tillai Sivakami Ammai Pillaittamil , sung in praise of Cidambaram, is marked by
philosophical discussions. The style is fluent and the diction dignified; the handling of
the theme and the choice and classical expression occuring in many places in this
work are a proof of the author's full acquaintance with ancient Tamil literature and
they reveal gifted poetic talent of a high order. It is learnt from the work that the
author is an anonymous poet of Tiruccendil. This work is based on a palm leaf
manuscript bearing No. D 324. Manuscripts bearing Nos. R 2860 and 2619 have

been of great use in the matter of compiling this work.

The author of the work Puduvai Tiripura Sundari Piljaittamil is one Muttukkumaran,
whose date is difficult to determine. This work is based on a palm leaf manuscript

bearing No. D 326 deposited in this library.

In Tattukkuli Pakampiriya Ammai Pillaittamil we get a vivid description of a different
variety of pearls. This edition is based on a paper manuscript bearing No. R 590 (b)
transcribed during the year 1924-25 from a manuscript belonging to the Maharaja of

Ettaiyapuram, Tirunelvéli district.

Sivanandan Pillaittamil speaks of Sivanandan, the hero of the theme, as a native of
Tiruvarar. This work is based on a palm leaf manuscript bearing No.R 2676
presented by Sri K. Shanmugam of Kumarakuppam village in South Arcot district

during 1951-52.
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