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Introduction

The Tamil poetry is replete with several etymological characteristics and remains a
grand grammatical structure supported by numerous sub-structures, which may be

grouped as forming ninety-six Prabandhas.



"Antadi" is one of the ninetysix divisions which the Tamil language proudly
possesses. Each of the division is known as "Prabandham” and Antadi is one
amongst them. The word "Antadi" is a derivation of Sanskrit and contains two words
"Antam" and "Adi" which signify "End" and "Beginning". The poetical beauty of this
series of Prabandham is that the end of a piece of verse forms the beginning of the

next piece. Hence it is called Antadi.

The suffix-it may be the last word, letter or even sound-finish-of a stanza will form the
prefix of the subsequent stanza. The whole piece will have this peculiarity. There are
two kinds of "Antadi" in particular. One contains ten sets, each having ten verses of
particular form of poetry. The other contains at a stretch one hundred verses of the

same form of poetry-such as Venba and Kattalai-k-kalitturai.

"Antadi" has been recognized as containing the foregoing characteristics and the
ancient grammarians have borne out this conclusion amply well. However, the most
ancient grammarian" Tolkappiyar" does not seem to have mentioned this particular
Prabandham in his work "Tolkappiyam". He has of course spoken about such new
ideas that may adorn Tamil Poetry at a later, date and has classified it to be a
"Feast". Later, a commentator of Tolkappiyam (Perasiriyar), in connection with
“Ceyyuliyal", has particularly mentioned that Antadi is to be classified under this.

head "Feast" (Virundu).

Nammalvar-the great muse and a very great Vaishnava Saint and Scholar-extolled
as the biggest of the twelve Alvars-has sung extempore about one thousand and odd
verses about God. It is most characteristic to note that all of them come under

"Antadi”.

Most of the Antadi Prabandhams are in praise of God. It is not anything to be



wondered at, especially when we bear in mind that all great scholars of yore lived for
God in the true sense of the term and no wonder they versified about the one nearest
to their hearts-that of God. Antadi especially has all the merits of a high standard in

literature. It maintains a truly high tradition in the form, presentation and meaning.

The Antadi-k-kottu series now being published contain 12 such Antadi pieces,

preserved among the manuscripts of this Library.

1. Ganapati Antadi
This Antadi is in praise of Lord Ganesa who is always prayed first in order that all
impediments (for the work launched) may be removed by His infinite grace. He is

called "Vighnesvara" after this age-old custom.

In this piece there are thirty-two stanzas in His praise. Although it is customary that
Antadi contains one hundred or more stanzas, this Antadi seems to be an exception
to the generality and it is presumed such form also has been in vogue. The author of
this work is not known. is based on a single palm-leaf manuscript described under

No. D. 242.

2. Tiruvaranga-p-patirru-p-pattantadi

Sri Rangam and the presiding Deity in the great temple there-Lord Ranganatha-are
the recipients of deep reverence, homage and Bhakti from the earliest days. AlImost
all Alvars have sung in praise of Sri Ranganatha and many more scholars and
Bhaktas have lost themselves in adoration of this Deity. "Pillai-p- Perumal Aiyangar is
one such erudite scholar and a great exponent of the Bhakti Bhava He has sung
several Prabandhas in praise of Lord Ranganatha, whose grace has been inimitably
and forcefully brought out in his several Prabandhas, such as Tiruvaranga-t-tantadi

etc.



This piece is called "Tiruvaranga-p-Patirru-p-pat tantadi" because it contains ten
different sets of ten verses each, all in praise of the Lord at Tiruvarangam. All these
songs are highly devotional and the author has artistically handled much of the

twelve great Alvars the formost Vaishnava saints.

The name of the author seems to be "Venkata- caladasa" as it appears in the last
stanza. This Antadi has been published from a palm-leaf manuscript described under

No. D. 2302. There is also a restrored copy of this manuscript under No. R. 1515.

3. Sedmalai-p-patirru-p-pattantadi

Tirupati and Sri Venkatesvara are perhaps the most widely known Kshetram and
Deity respectively. From the common man, deeply caught in world liness, to the
highest spiritual aspirant, all have bowed before this Great "Personal-God"-Lord
Srinivasa. It is about Him and Tirupati that the Sedamalai Patirruppat- tantadi seems
to have been sung. The style is full of peculiarity and at the same time brings about

emotion and devotion.

The author, who is evidently a very great Tamil Scholar, seems to be a disciple of
Vallur Devaraja Vallal. It is probably this Devaraja Vallal who is the author of Kucela
Upakhyanam. The name of the author of this Antadi, however, remains unknown.
This Antadi is quite different from "Sedamalai Antadi" whose author is "Pallikondan
Pillai". This is based on a single palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 253. A

restored copy of the same is available under the No. R. 135 (b).

4. TIRUVAVINANKUDI PATIRRU-P-PATTANTADI
This Antadi piece of 100 songs is in praise of Lord Siva at Tiruvavinankudi. This

place is situated on the North bank of Palar in Tondaimandalam.



The author sings the praises of Lord Siva and His Heavenly Consort Amirtavalli. All
these songs touch the heart of the reader and he is imbued with loving devotion to
Lord Siva. From the post-script to this poetical piece, it is understood that the author
is "Subrahmanya Munivar", son or a disciple of the much renowned Ambalavana

Desikar who had been at one time head of the Tiruvavaduturai Adinam.

This is based on a palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 257. There is also a

restored copy available under No. R. 135 (d).

5. TIRUMANGAI KARUMBESAR PATIRRU-P- PATTANTADI.
This Antadi is sung in praise of Lord Siva known as “Karumbesar", the presiding
Deity at Tirumangai. The style is simple and lucid and it is no wonder one loses

himself completely in the devotion evoked by this piece.

Only 86 verses are available in this Antadi and no light is thrown about the other
missing songs. The author too is not known. This is based on a palm-leaf manuscript
under No. R. 5019. A restored copy of this manuscript is also available here under
No. R. 5341. The manuscript was purchased in 1954-55 from Sri Singaravelu
Kavirayar of Mitilai-p-patti.

6. TIRUVEVVULUR ANTADI

This Antadi is in praise of Sri Vira Raghava Perumal who is the presiding Deity in the
temple at Tiruvevvulur now known as Trivellore in Chingleput district. This Antadi
consists 100 songs and special mention should be made about the various
"Citrakavis" such as Tribhangi etc. A detailed note has been given for every such
Citrakavi, wherever it appears in the text. The author seems to be one

"Narayanadasan".

The present work is based on a palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 258.



There is a restored copy of the same under No. R. 1704.

7. MADURAI YAMAKA ANTADI
This Antadi is in praise of Lord Cokkanatha svami in Madurai. The main
characteristic of this piece is that it is based on "Yamakam" details of which are given

in the foot-note.

The author of this work is Palapattadai Cokkanatha Kavirayar, son of Kanakku
Chokkalingam Pillai of Madurai. The author is a contemporary of Vijaya Ragunatha
Sethupathi of Ramnad. Dr. U. V. Swaminatha lyer, the great Tamil scholar, has
published three works "Tevaiyula" "Alakar Killai-vidu-dutu" and "Madurai Mummani-k-
Kovai" of the same author. As there were only 14 verses in the original manuscript of
this library under No. D. 262, the remaining verses were copied from a palm-leaf
manuscript of the Antadi preserved in the Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. U. V. Swaminatha

lyer Library, Adyar.

8. SHADAKSHARA ANTADI

This Antadi about Lord Subrahmanya seems to have been sung by Agastya. Cariyai,
Kiriyai, Yogam and Jnanam are the four different classifications in this piece
containing 102 songs. Details may be found in the Tamil Introduction. This edition is
based on a palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 250 and compared with the

manuscripts bearing Nos. R. 1228 and 1890.

9. SUBRAHMANYAR ANTADI
This Antadi, in praise of Lord Subrahmanya, at Uttaramerur in Chingleput district, is
noteworthy, since the author has composed the whole piece in "Venba” metre. The

name of the author, however, is not known.

This work is based on a palm-leaf manuscript purchased in 1916-17 from Sri. C. V.



Jambulingam Pillai of Mylapore, bearing No. R. 351. There is a restored copy of the

same work under No R. 3771.

10. SAUNDARI ANTADI

This Antadi is in praise of Goddess Ambigai and contains 100 songs. It is to be noted
that each song is of different type and such a feat in composing Antadi is rarely
encountered. As such, this is of great value to ardent lovers of Tamil literature. The

name of the author is not known.

This work is based on a palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 254. There is a

restored copy of the same work bearing No. R. 1703.

11. SIDDHAR ANTADI

This Antadi also is in praise of Goddess Ambigai. There are only 22 verses in this
Antadi and a commentary also is available. This is also published along with the
Antadi. The names of the authors of both the Antadi and the commentary are not
known. This work is based upon a palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 252.

There is also a restored available in this library under No. R. 135 (a).

12. SISHTAR ANTADI
This Antadi too is in praise of Goddess Ambigai. Only five verses are available in the
original manuscript. The name of the author is not known. This work is based on a

single palm-leaf manuscript described under No. D. 251.

| have to express my thanks to Srimathi Rukmini Devi, the Adhyaksha of the
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. U. V. Swaminatha lyer Library, Adyar, Madras, for
permitting me to copy the eighty-seven verses of Madurai Yamaka Antadi which were
not available in the manuscript of this library and to compare the Shadakshara Antadi

with the manuscript available in their Library.



I must also thank Vidvan V. S. Krishnan, Pulavar M. Pasupathi and Vidvan E. B.
Venugopal, Tamil Pandits of this Library for preparing the press copy and correcting
the proofs. The Dorson Press have also to be thanked for the neat execution of the

printing of the work within a short period.

Madras, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN
15th February 1956. Curator, Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library.
(PpSTDT

SLPGITIluileyisiter G\gTesTaTHmTM) suewasLt LNTLHSBISH66D bk T 6TEITLIGILD
QREOTMI. Y BHBHTSH 6T CBHTL T (pHeD LITL eJ6T Y bBSHmS 9 BHHDH LITL60l6L Y Pluirs
yewL_wig| 6Tesrl1 QT HeTU@ID. suL_Qrifls QST i, Fidsd Fhd). HbHS - WP eTevrL
Uflssevmid. oy bsralwmeugl, perplerm GFiiuefler @ mislullspisirer 6TpdsmuilsyLb,
SewFwmulleiid, Frruilenid, ojgwruilenid 9bHGg eumeh ClFiiujefleT psevrs
SewLoujbLig UTHeug). @euaubsTd BTHMBSTS, LS DDHSTS 6TOTLI LIVUHSWITEL
urL 1 Qumiib. euemEE @Gl LSS LITL VSHETTHL LISVUsDSLI LITHE6T60) BTm)
LUTL6V&6T bbTHH OTemL_wrmH uT®Heug USDDBHSTS VsV LUSIDMILILIG
BhHTH) st ILI(BILD. HITM) GleuswTLTaleTTGVENID, HTMI HL L 6»6Td

5605 51mMBaflaTTCVID Y HSTHS ClsTewL LITL LIL{Beug BTHDHSTSWTLD. BTN
GleusnTuT BTN HOlGHIMM, FnMib WTHDH STHIE5 CHTCer." sTedTLIZI @)V % 65T
aflerd s LT 1gweL. eTearGeu, HHTSH 6TedTenID LITLIbSLD GFTH&HET CSTL THII
CaTemauirTs auhBemeVGU (PgHeV CHTeHHLOTHS: 6% TERTL g 6TETLIGI H6dTE LjsVLILI(BILD.
"QFierh HTH) GFTHEMTL T BlewsvGwr" 6TETM HEUWTIY WEVBISTT BT DHLIT6YLD

(39)63 ([HGHB T UIUMISHDH6V F T,

@)evf), @ Aflwi Ggrevasrilwerri GFiiujaflwedsy, "allmbECs HTeID, Ygloug Slarbhs
wriiflesr CumBEm” eTedTmi oo MWlujsirer HTHLITEYSE S "Lgloud Slerhd wirliLiler
Cunbmsitm CgsiTewaTWw el LYHHTeHs STiD CaussTigweurHmTMH Lisw ClFuiu|Enmb
QBT Thgleurd GFieugl; 98I, PpselsTsrermTuilypid, GuUmiienswmTi wpHevmull Gesrmi
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CFIDH HHBHTIHF ClFiiuepler 2 avris" steorm CurrTdiflwi 2 _enr gnmlesrewoullesr
BT Quwestend Lrubsd "all(hhe 6TedTn euenEuiledTLTH LI(HILD 6T6O 2_6TT6VTLD.

Uinsre @evssluniseaflsy @susubsrdlenwd Ami STiilldgier L& @ eur.

MEUEHTEU Y LPAUTTSH6ITI6D HeWeVFMBHeUTTW BLOLOTLPeUTT HHeflF GlFiig
FlmeuriiGr) sterenb LNrupbsSSliser L uilreh G\FiinEenid bSTHS
OB TEWL_WITEL HeWLOBHS (HLILIGI CHTHHSHHHSI.

®)eut upBSTHI LrLihsBIS6laTsV6VTLD GILIHLOLITEYILD SL_ayeri CHToHSlrmhisenTsGeu
O|WLO[HGISTETET 6TeOT6VTLD. FMILITeTenLd EhTearmEFTHwT, st 1pHedlGuwiren Ll

Y& hEHID LmLLLBeugesst(h). “Sjeuet (herTS6V j6usTMT6T euewThis]" "9 6u6sTedT
Cuirremiey wenFwirg)" sTaTD HdbglousdHlemest wjewtihbs CLfGuTisearTsy

urL U6lumih @)ssewasw Urubsnhiser @)enmeusnerds &nldhds CHrbalrnmisentsGeu-
weiry] HEMTeTHTUl(HSH6V o (HGLom?

@)mimieTd UTL_LIGUDHMIETET BSTSHISH6T Lisvayld GlFTsLeVL @, LT HeaTp&Hosefln
fApbgl, OFiieu WeTBISLWLY alleTBIF SlTDET. FH(HUTHISSSHSTE, HPEHTHSTSH,
B(Hdb & Heweud H60SHIDDIWBSTS], F(Hdbdk[Heweu CleuadTLIToUBLS TS (LpSH6eVTUllesr

B)suauen s uilsd 9J6WLOHSEUT6UTLD.

Geuafluil_LiGlLmIb @)bBHS C\STEHBuilenl6T LIsTsTewT(h) B HDHTHHET LB U|6TETET.

@leupmisit UFHMILILSSHHSTS) HT6TE, ClUTTUT uHSBTH spedTm). LIsV6UHD
all(HdHBBIGETTOTEIW Y HSTH sPETM) 6TWITI F 6015 FH|6 M UITEIT B6WLOHH6IT.

1. sewrug) whsT)
®)a1, allsSlaThiGmar b sV allbTwsll GlLwTeneTl uHMIL uTL LGLHMD
CaTdIlrd OlFiiul L Heweard ClaTenTL &I. B)HemIsT PLLSSITeRTH &L L enerd

H605HHIMMH6T 2_6T6T6T.

‘semTugwb ST H6e0lbgHlIemMWIT ©lulevsTessTT 6T
HeTLISIGLo6V ClFTeVeVpDHMI/I HTLILy."
6TEITEY)I MBI HL_6)6IT UTLPSSIF ClFUIU|6TLY 5 EMHLD.
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“@)31BTOeV6HT 560G g emMWIT ©)UI6TITERITTEIT () G3TTLOLOGY

Nenewtd: &bh STewT

st BTedlssT Gmiglulled g pLICILDDISTET Sil(BSSWLD G)SHEDEIT 2_6WTii %1531 D60
@pmredsy alprus QumreisT Hmamad AniLb, wéserral LinnkGsTi
SPATEUTLD DL IGILI(GLOTED T 6T SEBUTHT(BID STETMILD, UV 61 aRT B ITT D
6T6VEVT LT LIWsH&TW|LD (B)ibewioulleyiid omiewoulleYitb GlLIMeVTLD 6TETMILD H6dT(F 2 6w G LI
CUIDHMIETOTEIT. HEWEVWITEV HEWTLIFLI GLI(HLOTEWEIT 6U6RTBISIW|LD, HTANSTTED 6k
allepmeausnarts Guirmhplui, sraisafls et Lsiflamears Ga HIb, s seafarms
SyBELayer saphsmenulmsEn £msGarullmans Srilm CFiIgh, SmTUMmL 55
LwereTt QUG SibLsmaITTamars SAsFaTd QFLGID aubST, HrIGLIEGLTTS)
HHILTSEIGST Bbanlo oy Qs TerEnd sTarnl @)HHRTeN allarsarILL 1y HSEDS.
Ulettou@pid LTL 60 @)Hemerrd GClgfald @ ib:-

"LeuTLg (N6h GlFedTevt] LB LDBSI(HID BT @& LTS &6M6ITILISSTLITII
Gouewrtig (HBI T alleTd:S (HID LTt allewrbhaiblss5h
Sewrig(h) ObehFh HTFHEGnm! Hapreurit CFIS B BIST

Vet () B L Le»dhendd HL 6y ariguilewsnrGui”. [Lim: 17.]

I3 Weui&HeT ailbTwisll GLIHLOTE)IS G, 2 NTaUTSHLI LISHL & @ LD LT ([HsTHsT

B)eweulwieTn HpEETamid LTLedled HPE&HM 6THSEHIG FnMLI6LIM M) (&P 6T D 6T

"suewsWIT PGl LHLILGBI LTDUlli euidhsHeusnss
CBTemHECT 556 GlwsTaL ewevlitluTT] ChTemFeuenL_
MBS @& (HLOeHL ailL_emeD weueDLIPLD Fidsenr Gspeor

Glews] seuris suniiHmmH Gewreuriits uewL_GF (B euriughsCr". [Lm:8.]

@)mimieTid eilpTwsEl Gl Tenet sulhlul B LILlTTesTs % Hewewrullesr sy
B)suayeVEBSHBHeuT SjewL UL LiwleTdHeT G)eweublwers Lilsitamamid CFiiujaflsy HesrE

26T SHSHLILIL 1q (53 35]63T M 6vT.

"Ysaluyb eilbenguyd CLITSHLPLD EHTETAPLD L|6voTewdsf] i LpLD
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FSBb STETLpH STWD CHLOWED FHSIW LD
LUSSIUYLD LIGTL|LD &6ESTIPLD LB PBH LTS Wi LpLd
WSS wHEML QuUTHEHDH H(HEIews (pseTHSer . [um :12]

@susurm) staflwpemL_ulled LIGFHF Femeau g IDLL LTLLGLHD @)euaubSH TS
WPLiuGSlrent(® LUTL s0ECarT(h (LPLyFlTDEI. HITMI LITL 6VE6T 6T606m6V6) wiesflsn)Lb
FAMILTSTENLD &M BHILD 6U(HLD 6TOTLISM G 2 HTTENTLOTSH (B)66ubSTHlewid: 6ls TeTer
surid. @eusufw prewsv Gwmnl BHLod @ eflGs YAfwi GLwi G1%Awalsvensv.
epsvls Lilrglullev Lisv @)L _miser Hewshagl 2 srerewioullesr Fsv LITL sVE6f 6T (1pLp

2 (HaULpBI SlewL_GHallsene. eTrlrenT(®h @)L niseaflsy (3)sueuTm(HdHEH0TID 6T6vTd % (H]
[]1 @) aplsens@ @ewulled fAsv eTpdgibser CFidsl16GlLMMIGTaTST. LITL g V|6T6r
TS GIHHaTl6V HeunTs 2 _cTenener 6Term) CorerBlwe, () @)bss &DuTH%6EHd S
®ewL_Gw ewidhsliGlumHmIsTaTeT. T(HSHISB6T allHuL_(H1 CuUTest @)L Bisker.......
@)mimieTD HDl&aL QLD D (HESISTDHET. (F)6aIeH LW TOTBISATENETSHeNSU|LD Lil6iTol (HLD
I bSTHIBTYID ) BISTHIGE HTERTVTLD. @)eIeubsTH, HTeVBlemevw &TLVTHE D.
242-91p sTevsTewtledT H1p el BLILIL RiTer LiswaTGuwirensvls LrSlenws SGTriomsd
Qarent(h Geuafluil 1t Qumslermg. Fi ppedlwerr Fev LITL V&6V epBISTSHLI
Uflss @uevailsvemev. st gL Llewlp pHedlwaiHenm mlepissT GlurmiliuriserTs.

2. gparist ugboiiiug sbsrl

®@)a1, "Casmullsv Fl(HLoewev ClLIHLOTsT CHTuiled" 6T63TM)| 6W6UESTOU THEATT6V
CurpmliGlumib $evBISH6eflL (PHDNHT 2 _6THTW GaTulled TEHTEYILD B (61T BISHI L6V
Y SCFL_6T LB G| HWTOUNTTHS (HEHLD HTBISBTSLI ClLIHLOTeH&TL LD LTL_L)
CupmisTer UFDYILILIS SHSTSWTEGLD. HYTBISCIOESTLSZ HYDHBlPL&GwD,
srallflwrnpler @ewL ulGs 671 HlV &HpbHS Hl(HdHEsTulledlsd o1(pbs MHerflujsiTer
DT BISBTHENET QY LPEUTTH6T Y eWEsT6U(HLD HLD LITLOTENEVHOTT6V GLITH Mluj6iTarestii.
Ulsitemer 16l LipLoTemarwibis T sTerend Slsuailwsall 355600551 (B)ewmeusnssrd

@M1 Lev UrubsBIser @ wmnilujererTi.

@ueupbsTH FAnbs CHTHST BITEVTEGLD. 6TLDOLI(HLOTESI6IT &6V WITEST (&) 630T I 6116V
FRULL @)bBTOTHATWT 0% 2 (HeHSHLOTSH LI LITIGU|TETTT. D LPeUT T 6T
Urupgsnbisefley hés FOUTHewL_weui @)bHreord il eTeTLg @)HBTD LITL 6066V
6T @ aileThIGHSTDSHI. S (HUTBISSHS! (3)eNMEUHSIT 6UDTHIL 66w 6edTdhemerTL

GumsEGaurid; jauswers sallr gHlewewt wrHLlsVewsv; Y LILilFTGear sTeVaLTL
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QUITHETHL_ @D SemeveusT, sTeualls G)L i pmams@ auflab |UiGLEGLTeT
smeanuleTrsd QBEULNOLL L LIghE@UITR o5 SjUlb eTerml LIS LITL 6056e
IYGUL TGS wibyFlerpri. Csrigw Lreuid CFigeur, W &b &FelFweOHemerT

2 ewL weui, HlesthbCHTMID Gl&L L BL GewsHuilGev@uwr 2 psVLIsui wreurmuilsy) b
WL Qsiis povalaeTullsr LLaTT Sjeuiser airularTe £ HaTks eern)
2mpem allerilauBre, Gseutassr sTe@arin & EbLIg GUASTLIL
Lgailew W WenL_ eI 6T Fon MIBSTOHT. F1pd HTEWILD LITL 6V (9)F6WevT

allerd & aleTm g

"G&BSILLTT CBTHLMGEL CFTETETTT &6ewL
QaTESSI LT GeusuaiswarCu giewflal sormenLd
aTphSIL LT Coul_ewableusitend, geiresrm Grey)id
allgleuss T sVrBIS6IeTED aflaTibLl erTGr
eurphFILLmi GuiflesTL suepsd sumi]
wewLeyMHMT rigwelrm(® wiosv af (R
uTLPhSIL L i euT@esrm(h eV Gearmsyib
suTesTeu(h GLoemesrul(h LHlEEH HTGL". [um: 4.]
@riumL_sv,
‘urglur wedlw sTevemasw Crey)Lb
uflEs Tl WG UL _S5T Crey)
LOTSIWIT WTeUen» T GluIesTL TV
OUTSTEMT WITLDEUSNTBIF, LDIgd OTTeUT T
FrHlWT QT PdHHHHTeV L0GECHT Creyieh
FgIwemmwTed Ceusralwimed $58sT Grey)b
GurgleTTesT (LpH 6T LisiTerf] ©)a TeiTeuTedT

Qumreitearymisy GUrHmTHTT Yewevwri STGio."
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